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Hello,

My name is Chris Baird, and | am a masters student
at Montana State University - Bozeman. | am working
with other graduate students in the Department of
Earth Sciences to plan this year's Earth Science
Student Colloquium. In the past, MAGIP has provided
support for our GIS students by serving as judges for
a GIS poster competition at this event. We are
reaching out to you to ask if MAGIP would be
interested in continuing this collaboration for our
Student Colloquium this year which will be held on
Thursday, April 14th, in the Strand Union Building
ballroom A. In past years MAGIP has sent 2-3 people
to serve as judges for this competition and has
provided a small financial award for the top
contestants. The winners of this competition will be
notified during our dinner and award banquet. We
think that awarding students who conduct excellent
GIS-based research is a great way to encourage our
students to further their GIS-focused work and also
to promote GIS research across the department.
MAGIP is welcome to attend the entire event, which
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is free to the public, including the research talks and
banquet dinner.

I'm unsure of what MAGIP has committed in the past
for financial awards for the top three GIS research
posters. | would suggest offering $100 for 1st price,
$75 for second prize and $50 for third prize. With
that being said, The ESCI Student Colloquium would
be happy with any dollar amount that MAGIP would
be willing to provide. If a financial award is not
possible, we would still be thrilled to have MAGIP
involved in our colloquium and would still ask have
your judges choose the top 3 GIS based posters.

Thank you for your time and for considering my
request.

Best,

Chris Baird

MS Student

Department of Earth Sciences - Geology
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